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and in no way world-denying. "There is no such thing as the
other world. All worlds are one. There is no 'here5 and no
'there'."7 He believes that the spiritual law does not work on a
field of its own, but expresses itself only through the ordinary
activities of life. Thus ^religion provides a moral basis to all acti-
vities. Gandhiji does not know religion apart from human acti-
vity; nor does he consider religion "as one of the many activities
of mankind".8

( Politics is concerned with the control and use of State
authority which is essentially coercive. So Gandhiji looks upon
politics as an unavoidable evil. "If I seem to take part in politics,
it is only because politics today encircle us like the coils of a
snake from which one cannot get out no matter how one tries.
I wish to wrestle with the snake. . . .1 am trying to introduce
religion into politics."9 Thus it is religion that compels him not
10 eschewv politics. The goal of life is self-realization which,
Gandhiji believes, cannot be achieved unless he identifies him-
self with the whole of mankind and tries to advance the greatest
good of all. This necessarily involves taking part in politics: For
the whole gamut of man's activities today constitutes one in-
divisible whole, and social, economic, political and purely reli-
gious work cannot be divided into water-tight compartments.10
Political evils, for example, political subjection, unsuitable poli-
v tical institutions, etc. are great hindrances to the realization of
the greatest good of all, which is possible only in a non-violent
State." Political freedom is essential for the emergence of this
State.-He has/therefore,.no doubt whatsoever that "those, who
say that religion has nothing to do with politics, do not know
what religion means."lr% ". . .he who does not know .what
patriotism or feeling for one's country is does not know his true
duty or religion."12

A living, unshakable faith in God, an insistence on the pri-
macy of spirit, is the core of his philosophy. So immovable is his
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